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find virtue only in one place ; that is, in the
foregoing by Bill personally of the one end of
his existence, and choosing instead, as it were,
only such a margin of it as, conveyed to him at
second hand, is not eclipsed by the pain of his
own personal loss of it.

Or let us have recourse to yet another
parable ; and compare the gladness of life to
some splendid opera, which all the musical
world is thronging eagerly to hear. Were there
enough seats to accommodate all the applicants
there would indeed be unmixed pleasure ; but
there would be no pleasure that could be praised
as virtuous. Virtue arises only through the
theatre being too small for the audience, and
through me, for instance, resigning willingly a
seat already reserved for me. I am not virtuous
in this case because I drive to the theatre in a
draughty hansom. I am not virtuous because
I fully enjoy the opera. I am virtuous only
in so far as I enjoy nothing of what I came to
enjoy, but am yet happier than if I had clone
so, because I know my friend is enjoying it ;
though I may myself be catching my death of
cold in the passage, and hear no more classical
music than the barmaids' voices in the refresh-